































































































Chapter #

Why Yogi Berra is So Funny

"Lawrence Peter Berra got the nickname Yogi during his teenage years, when he was playing American Legion Baseball. One afternoon, after attending a movie that had a

short piece on India, a friend Jack Maguire noticed a resemblance between him and the 'yogi," or person who practiced yoga, on the screen. Maguire said 'I’'m going to call you

"Yogi," and from that moment on, the name stuck.' The Baseball Hall of Fame, https://baseballhall.org

Upon his death at age 90, PsychologyToday.com published an article about Yogi Berra and why his misquotes are, "So Comically Endearing."1

The article begins,

"Yogi may be without peer in mangling the English language (sometimes almost beyond recognition!). Nonetheless, |—and just about everyone else, |

think—would much prefer viewing this baseball great in more positive linguistic terms: as contributing an intriguingly novel, even “enriching,” flavor to American

English."

The truth is, nearly every American introduced to Yogisms is delighted by them.

Why?

Dr. Leon F. Seltzer explains it this way:

"As fundamentally ridiculous, self-contradictory, confused, platitudinous, or tautological (as in, “wrong mistakes”) as they might initially seem, we have no difficulty

relating to them. And when we laugh at them, part of us may actually be laughing at ourselves. For his endearingly inept vocalizations aren’t anything we're not

altogether capable of ourselves."

In other words, we can feel what it feels like to make "wrong mistakes" with the English language, and it tickles us silly. We actually understand what he meant to say!

Here are some of Yogi's all time best, laugh-inducing, "mangles."

“Even Napoleon had his Watergate."

"When you come to a fork in the road, take it!"

“He hits from both sides of the plate. He’s amphibious."

"Nobody did nothin' to nobody."

“I'm a lucky guy and I'm happy to be with the Yankees. And | want to thank everyone for making this night necessary."

1 https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/evolution-the-self/201509/yogi-berra-s-mis-quotes-why-they-re-so-comically-endearing
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